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January Program: Faye Hoch 
Attendees of the January program learned about 
the different threads available to quilters from fiber 

artist, Faye Hoch.  
They got to see and 
feel various kinds of 
thread including 
cotton, rayon, the 
myriad of polyesters 
and metallic. Faye 
says she uses cotton 
thread if she wants an 
organic, homespun 
look.  She particularly 
loves polyester thread 
because it gives her 
projects a mysterious 

quality – it is not so flat, doesn’t cover as much and 
layers beautifully.  Her favorite is the Superior 
Rainbows brand of variegated thread.  She noted 
that thread may be perceived as inexpensive or 
expensive on the spool but one must look at the 
yardage of thread on a spool to gauge its value. 
Thread is rated by numbers from 12 to 60, the 
larger number the thinner the thread.  However the 
numbers are not standardized between 
brands/types. 
Faye says the choice of needle is important to  

 
threadwork.  She says a universal needle is good 
for everything but not great for anything.  She likes 
a Microtex for piecing, and will increase the needle 
size to a 90/14 if thread breakage is occurring in 
her machine quilting. 
As for tension, it needs to be adjusted at the top for 
many projects.  She cautioned that if you want to 
adjust the bobbin tension, buy a second bobbin 
carriage and make adjustments on only that one, 

leaving your 
regular bobbin 
carriage for 
piecing. She 
suggested you 
stabilize your 
project by 
stitching 
around the 
blocks or the 
areas you are 
going to work 
on. 

Faye began her quilting journey in 2001 and was 
instantly attracted to the threadwork in quilting.  It is 
apparent in looking at her work.  The application of 
the threadwork is what makes her hand dyes and 
painted works come alive. 
 

Membership News 
We had three new members pay dues, 24 renew 
their memberships and four guests. Following 
renewals in February, a new print copy of the 
membership roster will be available.  �������������
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Diane Kuck:  Details by Diane 
Details By Diane is a fast paced program given by Diane, the Queen of Stained Glass. She teaches her 
'easy' stained glass technique while interspersing it with lots of humor. She moved to Iowa from 
Minnesota a little over 2 years ago and loves to talk about the culture shock of living in the foreign 
country called Iowa. Her quilts are hung as a mini quilt show so be ready for a vibrant feast for your eyes. 
 Check out her website at www.detailsbydiane.com . 

Monday, February 23, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
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Letter From Our 
President 
Members - the heart & soul of 
our organization.  Please 
welcome our January new 
members: 
Linda Wines is a 20 yr quilter, 

starting with a class at Glad Creations.   Her face 
was instantly familiar to me, having seen it many 
times in the MQ newsletter. This is Linda's third 
time to chair the MQ show.  She is a member of the 
Maple Grove guild, and participates in 3 small 
groups.  Moda fabrics are her favorite.  Linda says 
meeting a quilter creates an instant bond and 
they're always inspiring.  By the way, Linda was 
marooned in Paducah a few days following our 
January meeting. Driving to Florida with a friend, a 
quilter, of course, they were caught in the severe 
ice storm.  The city ran out of gasoline, and when 
the stations received gas they had no power for the 
gas pump. 
Suzanne Hillstrom is a long time quilter and hails 
from St. Louis Pk.  That alone earned her two new 
acquaintances at the WOW meeting.  She retired a 
year ago and dove more into quilting.  Her 
preference is traditional and she likes doing mini 
quilts (sorry she didn't attend our November '08 
meeting for inspiration from Linda Yager).  Suzanne 
and her husband travel many road miles. He's very 
supportive and always ready to stop at a quilt store.  
She joined WOW because she wants to hang 
around more quilters. 
Kathi Ivey has been quilting a few months, 
prompted by the purchase of a bag of magazines at 
a garage sale showing a collective thimble quilt.  
She was not a sewer, but being a thimble collector, 
she bought a sewing machine, some needed tools 
& fabric, and made the illustrated quilt.  She is now 
constructing her fourth quilt.  Kathi found WOW on 
a quilting forum on line.  She is anxious to join a 
small group. 
This year I will act as a small group coordinator. At 
the February & March meetings will be a form to 
complete, if you are interested in being part of a 
new small group.  If interested and not able to 
attend the meetings, please phone me. My goal is 
to gather such a group in late April 
Relax those "Minnesota Hunch" shoulders and 
enjoy winter with your quilting. Me?  I'm bound for 
South America, Feb 4 - 18. 
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Community Service 
Cutting session planning is underway.  Look for an 
annoucement soon.  Any community service 
questions, call Jane Larson at 952-938-9297. 
 

 

Block of the Month for February 
Texas Rose –  9½” unfinished 
Booklets are available for $2 
with cutting and pieicing 
instructions for the 2009 blocks.  
Contact any of the committee 
members:  Elaine, Beth or 
Becky Miller. 

There were 41 Baby bud blocks 
which were divided into 2 groups, of 20 blocks and 
21 blocks.  Nancy Joens won both groups.  Connie 
O’Dell won the fat quarter for making extra blocks. 

Please note that for the February Block you need 2 
part C rectangles 
 

Birthday 
Club 
Carol Henderson 
& Mary Havisto 
did a brisk 
business with 
Birthday Club at 
the January WOW meeting.  Remember your B-day 
Club donation can be any occasion that you'd like 
to commemorate with WOW members. The money 
raised by the Birthday Club is directly used to pay 
the room rental for our monthly programs.  It is 
especially important because rents are up. 
 

WOW Board Meeting Minutes 
January 19, 2009 at 7 PM at Lunds in Plymouth 
Members present: Carole Olson, President, Chris 
Huesers, Treasurer, Sharon Dudziak & Mary 
Gunness, Co-Vice Presidents, & Sonja Folven, 
Secretary 
President, Carole, discussed the 2009 schedule of 
board meetings and WOW guild meetings. The 
February board meeting will be at 5:30 on February 
23 prior to the WOW meeting.  The Activity Chair 
position is unfilled. Membership decreased in 2008.  
Discussed membership drive and ideas to make 
new members and visitor feel welcome at our guild.  
Carole is collecting info on current small groups 
and will determine if there is interest in forming 
additional small groups.  
Vice President, Sharon and Mary discussed the 
presenters for the next four months and cost of 
each speaker. They mentioned a possible speaker 
for May.  
Treasurer, Chris reviewed the 2009 budget printed 
in the January newsletter.  The guild will vote on 
the presented budget at the February meeting.  
Meeting adjourned at 8 PM 
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Board Meeting 
The next Board Meeting will be Monday, February 
23, 5:30 PM at Robert's Restaurant in the Medina 
Entertainment Center. 
 

Minutes for Jan 26, 2009 
The meeting was called to order by President Carol 
Olson.  She announced that WOW received the 
grant from the Metropolitan Arts Council for the quilt 
show. 
Carol Olson introduced all the 2009 officers and 
board members that were present at the meeting.  
Currently we are still looking for an Activity 
Chairperson. 
The following committee chairs gave reports: 
Small Group:  Members of the any of the small 
groups are asked to give Carol Olson a call. 
The Boutique committee chair was ill and asked 
that members hold onto their donations until next 
month. 
Bev Renfro who is handling Demonstrations for the 
show asked members to let her know of ideas or 
things that you could demo at our quilt show.  She 
needs 6 to 8 people. 
For Community Service Jane Larson reported there 
are 76 kits in various stages of work. She showed 
the quilts she received this month.  She also asked 
for suggestions of groups where we can donate the 
quilts. 
Secret Sisters:   Barb Vergin introduced the 08 
secret sisters and asked them to announce their 
“sister” from the year.  Barb passed out sign-up 
sheets for those who want to be secret sisters for 
2009.   
There were 3 new members and 4 guests in 
attendance. 
PROGRAM:   Faye Hoch gave a presentation on 
Threads.                                               �������������  
 
 

Boutique News 
We’re busy planning for the 
2009 quilt show boutique, 
and wanted to give 
members a few more 
monthly themed suggestions 
for donations:    February:  
Travel and relaxation – 
travel bags, bath crystals, 

soaps, coffee mixes, neck warmers, slippers, etc.  We 
look forward to seeing what you great creative women 
can do!  
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From the Editor 
In this issue, I hope you enjoy the 
pictures of some of the wonderful 
art quilts shown by our presenter 
AND the new Show and Tell 
recap from the January meeting.   
 
 

Quilt For Show 
It’s not too early to 
be thinking about 
what quilt(s) you 
would like to show 
in the 2009 WOW 
Quilt Show on 
October 3, 2009 at 
the Plymouth Creek 
Center.  Do you 
have to start one?  
Finish one? Or get 
one back for the 
show that you’ve 
given away? 
The next meeting of 
the show committee 
is on February 11 at 
7 p.m. at the 
Plymouth Lunds. 
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Above pictured is “Beauty From 
Within,” a Best of Show Quilt, 
from the Machine Quilters Show 
in Kansas City in May, 2008.  It 
was outrageously quilted by 
Renae Haddadin of Utah. 
www.renaequilts.com  
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Women Of the West 
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�  Feb Checklist 
�  Block of the Month  
�  Community Service 

Donations 

�  Your Nametag 
�  Secret Sister surprises 

�  Birthday Club Donation 

�  Show & Share 

The Women of the West Quilt Guild was 
organized in December of 1997 to 
encourage and support all levels of 
quilters.  The guild offers education, 
programs, fellowship, communication and 
community service while providing a 
place to be among people that share the 
same interest of the art of quilting.  
Meetings are held the 4th Monday 
monthly at 7 p.m. at the Medina 
Entertainment Center.  If there is a 
conflict with a holiday, another night will 
be scheduled.  The Medina Entertainment 
Center is on Highway 55 in Medina. 
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